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1 . s EK to | the” Neur. on 
4 Letter to the Depmies, &c. 


A ent! fa, De. 

HE great point which the Re- 
arker hath aſſerted, and un- 

dertaken to prove, is this: That 

the Care of the  Coppimiteee 


, 119372" 


VT. 4 44a S > 


the 25 or 
and t e Dos Mae To 225 gen 
Meeting of” the” DePurtes ; N but Rs were 
choſen as a Committee without Limitation 
to any particular Bufineſs,. or how long they 
were" 10 \ſubfiſt 3. 1..e. they were Ae a 
Committee to matlag all che Affafts 0 the 
Dilſenters, and to läſt for ever. 

Now. in order to give. a full Accq Wnt of 
this Matter, aud to ſhew the agu edge | 
and Impartiality, of this Rems atKer,. F 
ſhall lay together all the Facts . to 
this Affair, 28 far as they are Cope fo, my 
Hands, beginning at that W hich 5 > Rile 
to the Whole. 

N | B 


a 22, 1732, Mr. Chandler wrote 
the following Letter to Mr. James Read 


* 
0 
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Dear Sir, 


N Everal Miniſters being met this Day, 

have deſired me to write to you; that 
vn wanld ſummon the Committee ta meet 
apon an Affair of Importance, oi They 
next. at Three a Clack, at — 


Your affectionate Friend, _ 


_- + * 
121 * 42 ** 4 
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' Auguſt 29, the Committee, of Miniſters 
met, in purſuance of the foregoing Letter, 
and. Dr. William Harris, and Mr. George 
Smyth, reported to them, That they bad been 
deſired, by à conſiderable Number of their 
Brethren, to propoſe to them, whether. they, 
do not judge it adviſeable that a conſidera 
ble Number of Gentlemen, of printipai 


Weight and Figure, of the three Denomt- 


nations, poi d meet aud conſult what. Steps 


are fit to be taken with relation to the Re- 


peal of the. Corporation and Teſt Ads, the 
next. enſuing .Seſſians of Parkament. 

The Committee, with great Decency, and 
With a due regard to their Conſtituents, re- 
plied to Dr. Harris and Mr. Smyth, That 


the Afr reported to them Jeing of ſo 
Nun. 2 _» great 


a SI» «ia af CS * 


at 
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D. 
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was held O/fober the 3d, 1732. When 4 Que. 
ſtion was put, and Carried, Tbar rh Ci. 


| ws _ . 5 2 5 | 
jredt " Importance, and the amindl Metting 
of the general Body being near at hand, they 

could" nor, as x COMMTTTEE, thmk Proper to 
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Lane, to the number. of about \Ninercen, 
where the Affair of the Repeal was talked of, 
and Was the only. thing taken into their Con- | 
ſideration. But as they were ſo few, they 
would not take on them to determine any 
thing in che Caſe, but, to procure a larger 
number of. Gentlemen | to conſider the Affair. 
The Reſult of Ke Way the firſt Mertin; at 
K itver treet. aan 
FE . ſa Mg ring at Silver Street, Mr. 
Holde 4. made ore perch, and. told the 
Gentlemen a mb on Hat 11 WAS: well. ¹¹¹ 
derfignd, "that £he def 1 off. the Meeting Was 
10 conſeger. of of an. application.ta Parliament 
this Seſſion ; for the e of the Cor porati. 
een and Teſt Ads; upon which a Committee 
was moxed for. aud appointed. 70 con fl der 
5 ehen, aud in what. manner to apply for-the 
4 * Renealiaf + the. aid Achs, and to report their 
175 inzan 1g the. next. Meeting. And for this 
8 It ppeal ro, the. | Aae „of the Committee 
©  themlelves. . And accordingly in the Conran 
| Hearty 1732, they are. called, Th, Cum. 
mittæe ghaſen $0. con ler: aben and in ub 
| manfter 7560 Fr! 4 the Re 2375 72 Explans- 
#40 of 2 FRY 4 and 45 eſt Aeg. So 
wel 10 110 e emen then vnderſtand 


5 original their. Ap e nt” 
In the, 4, 8150 at, Felder Street, 
Nov. 29th. 1732. f N not agree. 


ing ta the, Opinion of their Committee, the 
ae Ke * their Truſt, all; except 


7 "Three, 


* 2 I 


— 


4 [67] T9 
Three. The Meeting received their Reſig- 
nation, and named ſeventeen Gentlemen 

as part of a new Committee. But the reſign- 
ing Gentlemen expreſſing their Willingneis 

to ſerve. again, the Generality with great 
Complaiſance were pleaſed to accept them. 
and added Four other Gentlemen to their 
1 e | 


*% was not likely ro be ſucceſsfull, After 
long Debates, the Majority did not agree 
Ln HERD ee re- commit that 
Opinion. All the Committee except Lord 

n diſcharged themſelves in a band- 


"Rn 


— 


/ 


11 
ſom manner from that Truft, tho® preſt 
e by the ſame Perſons who diſagreed wirh 
their Opinion. Upon which Lord B x 
and ſome others moved for a new Com- 
« mittee, which could not be agreed on, 
and then they returned to their earneſt In- 
«treaties that the old Committee would re. 
&« conſider this Affair: Which was unani- 
% mouſly agreed to, with an Addition of 
< Four, approved by the Committee. Pro. 
s vided nothing fart her ſhould be added for 
* them to report upon. In order to avoid the 
* Inconveniencies and Diſorders which at- 
* tend ſuch General Meetings, the Commit- 
tee are to report only to two Perſons de. 
© puted by every Congregation of the Pro- Ml © 
„ dteltant Diſſenters, in and about the City I © 
& of London? DALE | { 2805 0 By (998 6 
Mr. Holden, in purſuance of this Order giv- b 
en to the Committee by the Generality, ſent ; 
61 
« 


the following Letter, the Original of which I 
have now before me, thus ſuperſcribed. 
For the Reverend Mr. Samuel Chandler, « 
Secretary to the Miniſters of the three « 
Denominations, in and about the City of 


London. 
ee TH 5 
* 


of the Meeting of the za th , November 
laſt, in Silver Street; as alfo another of 9 1 
35 


9 " 
Committee, to defire the F. 79-0 of 'y you. to 
communicate them to the reſpefiive Mini- 
fer of each Congregation of the three Deno- 
| ninatious, within ten Mites 0 London. | 


\ : | | 5 


. SIR, 


Your el bumble Servant, 


15 


— i 1732 Nas 50 Samuel Holden . 


f Ss 


The two Reſolutions were as s follows 


« At a general Meeting in Silver Street. 
« the 29th of November laſt, it was reſol- 
ved, this ir be an Inſtruction to the Com- 
r 10 their Opinion to two 
«Perſons, choſen out of each Diſſenting 
« Con regation of the three Denominations, 
| by the Contributors, within ten Miles of 
= Hude W g 
At a Meeting of the Conde on 
4 Friday the 1ſt 'S December, 1732, it was 
5 Ned that a Letter be written to the 
C Secretary of the three Denominations, in- 
«' cloſing the Reſolution of the Meeting at 
* Sihver Street, November 29, deſiring the- 
© ſaid Miniſters to communicate it to their 
wy * relpeQive Congregations, in order to their = 
* chooſing two Per ſons according to the ſaid ' kk 
r I ©. Ref0lutiori,-and to return a Liſt of the = ! 
y N Perſons ſo choſen to the Chairman, — | 
# 77 . * | e 


101 
ed by the Miniſter of each Congregation, 


or other 888 Perſons where there i is - 
2 Vacancy.” 


Mr. Chandler upon receiving Mr. Eu 
den S Letter, with the incloſed Reſolutions, 
procured a Meeting of the Committee of 

5 Miniſters December 5. 1732. in which he 
produc'd the ſaid Letter 6 Reſolutions ſent 
him by Mr. Holaen, and they were pleaſed 
to comply with the faid Reſolutions, and 
ſent the underwritten Letter to each Mibiſte 
* the three Denominations, 


a-F 


sR. 1228 


FH E Committee of the three Denomine- 
tions have recetued the Reſolution of 
the Committee of Gentlemen deſiring each 
| Congregation to chooſe two Perſons I Ml 
 CEIVE THEIR REPORT, and have agreed 
to comply. with it. And tis thought proper 

that the Minifler of each Congregation 
5 Should ſignify the Names of the two Perſons, i ' 
| 2 ſoon as choſen, in a Letter to Samuel 
Holden E.; a: Carpenters: Hall. London 
Wall, and alſo to ſend @ Certificate with I © 

each 0 25 Abe lat two ks to . Mews 
ln te 


Yes 5: uu. Es - hs Mole Sever 


| $ Fo 4s 


„ f 11 7 

In conſequence: of this the Depnties were 
choſen, and all of them to receive the Re- 

t of the Committee, and moſt of them 
for that Purpoſe only. Some few Congre- 
gations were indeed ſo pleaſed with the Me- 
thod of tranſacting their Affairs by Deputies, 
that they choſe them for a Vear, in Roses 
chat the other Congregations would ſoon lde 
brought into the fame Scheme, in order to 
their better Union and Strength. for the fu- 
ture. | 
On Friday Der. 29. 1732. 1 Deputies 
met at Salrers Hall, when r. Holden in the 
beginning of his Speech! ſaid to them, Gentle- 
men, Thrs is the moſt regular aſſembly, which 
(as far as I Rn) The Diſſenttys ever 
held; and after having aſſured the Deputies, 
that ſince the recommitting the Affair, the 
Committee had ſpared no Pains to ena- 
ble them the better to form their Judgment; - 
he tells them he was directed to report the | 
Opinion of the Committee as follows. 

Reſolved, That an Application to Parlia- 
ment the enſuing Seſſions for a Repeal. or 
Explanation of the Corporation and Teſt 
Acts is not likely to be attended with Fuc- 
cal | 
Reſolved, That upon 1685 Conf eration, 
45 an e 17 . no means adviſe- 
able. 
le Majority of the: Aſſembly acquieſ- | 
ced in x this Report; and having deſired the 
C | Gentlemen 


f 


Gentlemen appointed to reconſider the Af. 
fair of the Repeal, to ſend the ſaid Reſo- 


lutions, with ſuch Letters as they ſhould 


think proper into the Country, they diſ- 
miſſed themſelves; the only Affair for which 
they were convened, being entirely con- 


cluded ; and without giving the Committee 


any, Sc. inſtructions. And for this I appeal 
to the Courant of Dec. 30. 1732. Where 
this Matter is truly related. rad 805 


” * 
* x : © — 


Then the ſaid Aſſembly (of Deputies) 
« after mature Conſideration and Debate, in 
the molt temperate and decent Manner, 
© almoſt unanimouſly agreed, to the faid 
*« Report, and defired them (the Committee) 
to ſend. the ſaid Reſolutions, with ſuch 
« Letters as they ſhall think proper, into 
„ the Country”. 801 


— * 6 


wh 


The Gentlemen, accordingly wrote their 
Letters to ſuch Places as they thought proper, 
and received ſuitable Anſwers to them from 
Briſtol, Leverpoole, and other Places, whichl 


have now Copies of before me, and which 


may be publiſn d in due time; and it is remark- 


able that the Committee was never once 
ſummoned together to have any of theſe An- 


ſwets from the Country communicated: to 
them; nor indeed upon any other Occaſion 


for above twelve Months together.. 
Some of the Diſſenting Miniſters, who 


had been principally. concerned in the Vote, 
that the civil Affairs relating to the general 


intereſt 


* 


intereſt of the Diſſenters ſhould be refered to 
Gentlemen, believing that they had now nei- 
ther a ſubſiſting Committee or Deputation, ob- 
tain*d that the Affair of a new Deputation 
might be propoſed to the Committee of Mi- 
niſters; and after the Matter had been regu- | 
larly debated in that Committee, they come | 
to the following Agreement. Oc. 8. 1733- 
That it be mquired at the next general 
Meeting f Miniſters, whether it is their = 
Judgment to recommend to their Reſpective 1 
Congregations a new. choice of Deputzes at | 
the Expiration of an Tear from ibe time 


$ 


ben the laſt were choſen. 


= 


: 4 1 


And accordingly at the next annual Meet. 
ing of the general Body, Oc. 16. 1733. eve- 
ty Miniſter of the three Denominations be- 
ing ordered to be Summoned, the ſaid Minute 
of their Committee was read, when the ſol- 


lowing Reſolution was agreed to by a Ma- 4 
| Jority of at leaſt two to one. 


That it 1s the Opinion of this. Meeting, 
that it be recommended by the Miniſters of 
the three Denominations to their reſpeftive 
Congregations, that they chooſe two Depu- 
ties for the Tear enſuing, for the Manage 
ment. of the Civil Affairs relating to the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters. i 

After this Vote of the general Body of 
ho Miniſters, ſeveral Conferences were enter'd 
te, I into between ſome Miniſters, and ſome 
ral Hof the Gentlemen of the old Committee. | 
reſt | C 2 Many 


3544 


Many propoſals were made about commu | 
nicating the above Reſolution of Oct. 1 6. to 


the Miniſters of each Congtegation, The 
laſt propoſal was this, which would have 


been agteed to by the Miniſters, but was 


rejected b albthe Gentlemen. conſulted, ex- 
cept Mr. Holden, who declared himſelf will. 
ins to comply with it. viz. That the Mi- 
niſters and Gentlemen ſhould each of them 
ſend their Reſpective notices. of the Reſolu 
tion of the general Meeting of Miniſters OF, 
116. to each particular Miniſter of the three 


Denominations, and that the notices given 


by each ſhould be exactly in the ſame words 


that they might have the e of 
Union and Concert. 

When this reaſonable Pr opoſal was rejeck. 
ed, and only for this Resſen. becauſe it did 
not ſeem fully to own the Power and Ex- 
iſtence of the old Committee; the Chairman 
and Secretary of the General Body of Mini. 
ſters, agreed to ſend the following Letter to 


every Miniſter of che Une W 


e London, Nov. n | 
STEW Sir, 


A the Annual Meeting of hd Proteſtant 
diſſenting Miniſters of the three Deno- 

minations. Oc. 16, 17 733. Reſolved, 
That it is the Opinion of this Meeting 
Phat 1 Li recommended ” he. Miniſters q 
Fe 


11 
the three Denommations, to their reſpectiue 
Congregations, that they chooſe Two De- 

tes for the Tear enſuing, for the Manage- 
ment of the Civil Affairs relating to the Pro- 


teflant Diſſenters. 


In purſuance of the faid Reſolution, you 
« are defired to recommend the ſaid Choice 
of two Deputies to your Congregation. 

any Day in the Month of December, as 
ſhall den ſuit * cet Circumſtances. 


WY: Tour Humble Servants 


Jol. Denham Moderedior. 
Sam. inner Secretary, | 


We to "this Notice, many .of the 
eee of Proteſtant Diſſenters choſe 


their Deputies, The Deputies when choſen, 


met as they had O of AI to confider of 
the End and Reaſons of their Choice, and 


when they had received Information that the 
Generality of their Fellow Deputies were 
elected, a very conſiderable Number ot them, 
thirty five met, and agreed to deſire the 
whole Body of them to meet Jan. the 28th. 

1733-4, at Pinners Hall. 
They accordingly met to about the Num- 
. of One hundred and twenty; but in- 
ead of the Order and Decency that might 
haye been expected from ſuch a Meeting of 
Gentlemen ö 


[16 h. 

Gentlemen; ſome of them, I will not t foy i 
what manner, interrupted the Proceedin 
of the Aſſembly, and would ſuffer no Chef. 
man to be choſen, nor divide whether a 


Chairman ſhould be choſen or not, that the 


Deſigu of their Meeting might be opened to 
them. And after a great deal of Diforder, 
broke from, and left the reſt of their bre 
thren the Deputies. | 

However a very ebufentble dbl of 
them, ſixty two, ſtill remained. and choſe 
Capt. James Winter their Chairman, and 
adjourn'd for a Fortnight, to Feb. the f ith. 
During this Adjournment, nine of the De- 
puties ſigned a Letter to Mr. Holden, as 
Chairman of the old Committee, deſiring him 
to ſummon the ſaid Committee upon an Aﬀair 
of great Importance. 41 
The Chairman in obedience to this Let 


ter, ſigned only by nine Deputies, ſummon- 


ed the Committee; Seventeen of them met, 
Seven of which having enquired of Mr. 
Holden, Whether he ſummon'd them as a pri- 


vate Gentleman, or as Chairman of the late 


Committee; and being told he did it as 


Chairman to the Committee, declared their O- 


pinion that the Committee did not ſubſiſt, and 
could no longer act in that Character. Four 
of the Seven, "after having made their Proteſt; 
actually left them, and rho? the other Three 
ſtaid behind, they declared it was not that 


they would vote with them as Members K. 
the 


3 


the Committee, but only to aſſiſt them with 
their Advice. And agreeably did not join 


with them in their reſolution as Members of 
the Committee. So that only Ten of them 


joined in the Summons ſor the Deputies to 


meet at alters Hall, which was not a 2% 


rum of the firſt Committee of twenty ore, 
much leſs of the ſecond Committee of twen- 
ty five, of which the Quorum had, an this 
time, ever been thirteen. 

And yet this '{mall numbes of Ten out of 
ſeyenteen declare in their Summons to the De- 
puties, that it was ananimouſſy reſolved at a 
Meeting of the Gentlemen of the Committee. 

that the Deputies of the ſeveral Congregations 
ofthe Proteſtant Diſſenters of the three Deno- 
minations, be deſired to meet at Salter: Hall, 
on Wedneſday, the 6th of February. 


This Summons was by ſome obeyed, who 


in oppoſition to the former Meeting of their 
Brethren attended the Committee With their 
Advice, during the Interval of the Adjourn- 
ment from Pinners Hall. ̃ 


Mr. Holaen, as uſual, takes the Chair, he: 


ther with, or without a Vote, I am not able 
to determine, and after a Speech to the Aſſem- 
bly, it was reſolved by them, that the Old 


Committee doth ſubſilt, and be deſired to 


continue for an Vear, and that the next Com- 
mittee be choſen out of the Deputies or o- 
thers, with ſome other things, for which I 
refer to their printed Reſolutions. 


How- 


1 


However theſe Reſolutions did not intimi- 
date, as was imagined, the Body of Depu- 
ties at Piuners Hall from Meeting according 
to their Adjournment on Monday, Feb. the 
- x1th, when Capt. Jamer Winter being in 
the Chair, they reſolved amongſt orher things 
to Chooſe a Committee of fifteen Gentlemen 
by Ballot. on V ednc ſday the zoth, which 
they accordingly did at the Time and Place 
appointec. STRUT G3: | 
This is, as far as I can learn, a faithful 


| Narrative of this whole Affair. And I think 


from this ſhort Account, tis eaſy to anſwer 
every Objection and Cavil of the Remarker. 
%% 47 to 25107547 £57 2077 
1. He ſays, page the 4th, That the Lets 
ter takes no Notice, that before the two 
Meetings at Silver Street, at a very full Meet. 
ing of the London Mzniſters, it was their 
Deſtre, that the Care of the Civil Aﬀairs of 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters might be committed 
into the Hands of Gentlemen, and that 4 
Care to act upon this Deſire of the Miniſters 

Produced the Meetings at Silver Street. 
The Miniſters are much ' obliged to thoſe 
who were ſo careful to act upon their Deſire. 
However the Remarker is our in his Obſer- 
vation, that a Care to act upon che Deſire 
of the Miniſters, that the Cevi! A Fairs of 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters in General, might 
be committed into Hands of Gentlemen, 
produced the Meetings at Silver *.* 
511 | | at 


That Deſire of the Miniſters would neyet 


þ have produced any Effects, had nor the other 
4 Que ſtion, propoſed by Dr. Harris and Mr. 
2 Smith to the Committee of Miniſters, been 
y carried; viz. That the Affair of the Repeals. 
r in particular ſhowd be xommitted to Gentle= 
nen. This was that Treaty which it was de- 
4 clared would execute itſelf.” Twas this Re- 
b BW ſolution that produced the Meeting in Finch 
Y Lane, where the Subject debated was, not 
. the Affairs of the Diſſenters in general, but 
ul W that of the Repeals in particular. To conſi- 
k der this Subject only, the firſt Meeting was 
4 ocured at Silver Street, which Mr. 2 
2 himſelf publickly declared. when he told the 
; Gentlemen then aſſembled, that *7was well 
. underſtood, that the Deſign of the Meeting 
Wh was to conſider of an Application to Par- 
4 liament, for the Repeat of the Teſt- Act; 
py and for this alone the firſt Committee at 
45 Silver Strees was appointed, called in the 
Courant of Dec. the iſt, 173 2. The Com- 
* mittee choſen to conſider, when and in what 
* Manner to apply for the Repeal, &c. And 
oe tho' the Deſire of the Miniſters might pro- 
hs bably give ſome Riſe to rhe firſt Conſultati- 
for. ons of the Gentlemen upon that Important 
fre Affair, yet nothing can be more abſurd, than 


to alledge, that this had any Influence upon 
hs the Meetings at Silver Street, to engage them 
8 to choſe a Committee, without Limitation of 

Time or Buſineſs; ſince the Miniſters were 
"hat TT . D | | neyer 


nevet publickly mentioned at either of thoſe 
Meetings; nor their Deſire ſo much as kuown 
to the ee who met there; and eſpe- 
cially when ſuch abundant Evidence can be 
given, to prove that they were actually cho - 
ſen for one ſingle Purpoſe oni). 
2. He obſerves, That at the Meetings at 
Silver Street, /ome Gentlemen were choſen as 
2 Committee, without Limitation to any par- 
ticular Buſineſs, cr Intimation how long they 
were to fab This is roundly aſſerted, but 
how truly, I leave others to judge. As to the 
firſt of thoſe Meetings, I have already proved 
the contrary. The Affairs of the Diſſenters 
in general were never ſo much as talked of 
then, much leſs committed to the Care of- 
the Committee. And as to the ſecond, tis 
an Inſtance of much greater Aſſurance to 
affirm it. When the Gentlemen then met 
had choſen a new Committee, they choſe 
them only to. reconſider the Affair of the 
Repeals, with an expreſs Proviſo, That no- 
thing farther ſhould be added for them to 
report upon. Their Opinion in this Affair 
only. the General Body order'd them to re- 
port to a aac The Reſolution of that Bo- 
dy for the Committee to report their Opinion 
to Deputies was communicated by Mr. Hol- 
den himſelf, to the Secretary of the Mini- 
{ters of the three Denominarions, to, be by 
him communicated to his Brethren, in order 
to their chooſing two Perſons ne '# | 
| | | | _ tbe 
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Committee of Miniſters ſent his Notices 


to each Miniſter for the Choice of two De- 


put ies 79 receive their Report; and the Ge- 
nerality of the Miniſters in their Return to 
Mr. Holden, as I am inform'd, actually men- 
tioned their being choſen to receive it. What 


Demonſtration can be ſtronger, than that the 


Committee was choſen at the ſecond Meer- 
ing at Silver oͤtnset, and believed by them- 


ſelves, and by the whole Body of the Piſſen- 


ters, Miniſters and People, to be choſen only 
to report their Opinion about the Repeals 
to the Deputies? And what muſt che Man 
be, who in Oppoſition to all this Evidence, 
can affirm, that they were choſen as a Com- 
mittee, without Limitation as to Bnſmefs, 
or Time ? If this was the Caſe, and if the 
Affair of the Repeal; was as the moſt concern. 
ing Afar in particular referred to the Com: 
mittee, it will appear in the Minutes of the 
Committee; and to thoſe Minutes I appeal, 


and apprehend the Gentlemen of the Commit - 


tee are concerned in Honour to cleat up 
the Affair, by producing ſuch a Minute pub- 


lickly, if there be one. And this is a full and 
direct Anſwer to the Remttker's firſt Query. 


which runs thus, Mhether the Deſire of the 
London Minifters,' the ſeveral Achs of the 
Deputies, and Declarations of the ſeverab 


the ſaid Reſolution. The Secretary of the 


wy 


Congregations of Proteſtants Diſſenters, do 


not ſhew that the Care of the Committee was 
| D 2 | 101 


ſhould make it cou 


Dan J. 
not limitted to the Dueftion when, and in 
what Manner to apply for the Repeal, &c. 


For the Deſire of the London Miniſters, the 


Truſt given by the two Meetings at Silver 


Street, the very Letters and Conduct of the 
Committee themſelves, the Choice of the 
Congregations in London, and the Acts of the 
Deputies, do demonſtrate, that the Care of 
| = Committee was abfolutely limited to the 
Affair of the Repeals, and that therefore it 
ceaſed immediately upon making their Re- 
ort. 
in . The Remarker aſſerts, That the Body 
of Difſenters, in this new Form of Deputa- 
tion, owned the Committee, and received its 
Report, deſired the Committee to go on by 
writing Letters, &c. were- adjourned, and 
expected, as was mtimated to them, to be 
called together. again by the Committee, if 
any thing 8 be laid before them, 
nent, - 

But in anſwer to this, let it be rad. 
that tho the Deputation own'd them as the 
Committee choſen at Jz/ver Street, to report 
their Opinion about the Repeals, yet not 
one ſingle Man of the Deputies own'd them 


as a Committee choſen without Limitation of 


Time or Buſineſs ; and for this I appeal to 
every ſingle Gentleman of that Deputation, 


and to the Minutes of the Committee, whe- 
ther they have entered ſuch an Acknowledg- 


ment as ea Nor indeed could the Peputa- 


— 


tion, 


po _w 8 1 1 


— 


r — ——_ 


)) 
tion, if they had been inclined to do it, have 
ven them ſuch an unlimited Power. For 
the far greater Number of them were choſen 
by their Congregations, only to receive the 
Report of the Committee. A few others of 
them were cheſen only for an Year, and of 
conſequence could never appoint a Commit- 
tee, for he Management of Affairs, which 
their Congregations had never intruſted them 
with, nor to continue longer than the Time 
of their own Choice. SE OS RTTT 
Nor did they defire the Committee to go 
on fo write Letters with an Sc. This is an 
Affirmation without any Voucher. The con- 
trary is evident from the Paſſage in the Con- 
rant of Dec. the zoth, before mentioned p. 
12. and from the Minutes of the Committee, 
in which I am perſwaded there was no ſuch 
&c. originally added. The writing Letters 
into the Country, was a merely incidental 
Thing, and that it was not done by them as 
a Committee, is evident from the Commit- 
tees never being ſummoned to receive the 
Anſwers to them. WE: 
As to the Intimation that they (the Depu- 
n ties) ſhould be called together again, twas ar 
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f WW ſt an Intimation only, and their Right to I 
0 do it never confirmed by the Deputies Vote. I: 
n, But the Remarker thinks there was no y 


e · weed to aſcertain every Particular by Ex- 

p- Wires Vote. Theſe are needleſs Forms in 

a WW Voluntary Societys of Friendſhip. What, is 
SE | = There 
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— Game 
2 Ws 
oe - 


* X FS 


J 
there no need for a Body of two Hun 
Men, repreſenting many Thouſands, to uf. 


1 
0 ; 
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certain who ſhall be their Committee, and 


what Affairs that Committee ſhall be en 
truſted with by expreſs Vote? Doth tiils 
Gentleman think that Voluntary Societies 
of Friendſhip: can be kept up without thoſe 
Forms which are eſſential to them 

A Vote for the Choice of a Committee js 
ſurely more than a Matter of Form, a thing ef. 
ſentially neceſſary to conſtitute them, or the 
Managers of any Society, and when Men will 
put themſelves into the Management of the 
Affairs of others, without their expreſs Vote 
or Leave, this muſt tend to deſtroy tba 
Mutual Truft and Confidence in the Members 
of Soczeties, >which alone cau male ſuch $6- 
cieties of any Service; and the Apprehenfion 
of this is the thing which hath now actuall/ 
divided the Diſſen ters 
.. ?Tis a great Preſumption againſt the Sub- 
ſiſtence of the Committee after xheit Report 
to the Deputies at Salters Hall, chat ſeveral of 
the Committee themſelves, . Getitlemets of as 
good Fortune, as known Integrity, and of as 
allowed Intereſt amongſt the Diſſenters as any 
of thoſe who aſſert the Right of the Com- 
mittee have actually diſclaim'd that Right, 


and proteſted againſt the ſubſiſting Power of 


the Committee, and refuſed to join in their 
Summons of the Deputies to Sa/ters Halli: 
Gentlemen who cannot be ſuppoſed either 

ö 


Fo: ES] 
to be Ignorant of the Reaſons. why the 
Committee was originally choſen, or to 
have any Intereſt or private Views to byaſs 
them againſt what they apprehend to be the 
true Intereſt of the Diſſenters. And methinks 
it would have been an Inſtance of Equity, 
juſtice, and Honour, had the Right of the 
Committee been firſt ſettled among the Gen- 

tlemen of the Committee t hemſelves, 60 


8 any of them had preſumed to act in th 

b Capacity, when ſo conſiderable a Number 
6 of their own Body, could not agrecably 
| WI with their own Sentiments concur with 
» Wl thenks 1 4" 

e 
at 


But ſuppoſing this Intimation actually given 

by the Committee, and received by the Depu- 
ies, that the Deputies ſhou'd' be called toge- 
ther again, if there was any thing proper to be 
laid before them; How will the Gentlemen of 
the Committee excuſe themſelves as to the 
Affair of the Repeal of the Iriſb Act, which? 
was promiſed by a very great Man, as an 
Earneſt of future Favours to the Diſſenters 
in Engiand 2 Was not this a Thing proper 
to be ſaid hefore the Deputies ? Why did not 
the Committee conſult them, whether 'rwas 
proper to enforce the Application of the 
I: Diſſenters, with the whole Weight of 
the Body of the Diffenters in England? 
Hath not that Affair Thamefully miſcarried ?. 
Where is this boaſted, this frequently pro- 


* 
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[a 
miſcd-Pledge ? Are the Diſſenters thus to be 
treated in the Face of a new Election? 


Inſidia. —— is Ca. n 


I know tis remarked in a Speech, ſaid to 
1 be Mr. Holdeu's, in the Courant of Feb. the 
Ith. 1733. That the Intereſt which the Con- 

nittee have with Gentlemen in Power, hath 

1 been improved wholly for the Service of the 
3 Diſſenters. One Inſtance of which is Mr. 
=_ Doaridge of Northampton, who wrote to 
Mr. Holden, and another Gentleman, of his 

being under a Proſecution, and that the) 

made a Repreſentation of that Affair, and i 

far ſucceeded, as to obtain a Prohibition. 

But to this I anſwer, that the obtaining the 

Prohibition. by whatſoever Intereſt with Gen- 

tlemen in Power it was obtained, was not 

obtained by any Act of the Committee, who 

were never once ſummoned about it; and 

what is of more Importance is, that that Pro- 

hibition was not obtained by any Intereſt of 

any one of the Committee, with Gentlemen 

in Power, but by due Courſe of Law, ina 

5 Court where the Noble Lord who preſides in 
it, and his Aſſociates, are never to be influenc- 

ed againſt Law by Men in Power, and need no 
Influence of Men in Power, to do Juſtice ac- 
cording to Law, to thoſe who ate injured either 
dy Civil or Spiritual Tyranny: No: the Judge 
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of that Honourable Court have acted ſtrictiy 


according to Juſtice; and in this, as well as 
in all other Caſes, have trod in the Steps of 
their learned Predeceffors, who have con- 
ſtantly granted Prohibitions in the like Cir- 
cumſtances, ever fince the Reſtoration, when- 


| ever they have been applied for. Nor can 


one Inſtance be produced of ſueh a Prohibi- 
tion being denied. It is a Miſtake therefore 


to imagine that the Diſſenters have in this 


inſtance ' receiv'd any F {your from Men ig 
Power. ERP | 
Bar iF all theſe: Obſervations of che Re- 


marker ſhould happen” to be inſufficient to 


ſupporr the Exiſtence of the old Committee, 
he hath 2 Sheet Anchor ſtill to truſt to; 
which is, that upon the late Deſire of a new 
Choice, the far greater Number of Congre- 
gations returned their Choice of new Depu- 
ties, or ſignified the Continuance of the old 
ones, to the Chairman of the Committee; 
and that a Majority of the Committee and 
Deputies are of that Opinion rhat the ed 
mittee now ſubſiſts. 

But what if all the Congregations "ME re- 
turned their new Deputies to the Chairman of 
the old Committee, would this prove that 


that Committee ſubſiſted. after they had been 


expired above a rwelvemonth ? Or did it give 
them any new Life or Being as a Committee? 
Returns of Members give no Truſt to the 


Wen to whom they are made; no not 
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the Power of calling the Perſons ſo returned 
together. And this the Chairman himſelf . 
ſeemed ſenſible of, becauſe he did not ſum- 
mon the Deputies together upon Account 
of the Returns made to him by the Congrega- 
tions, but by a Deſire of nine Deput ies, aſter 
the whole Body of them had been ſummon · 
ed together by thirty five, and met in Pella, 
ance of thoſe Summons. _ | 
5 But ſhould it not be told by hat. Arts 
and Methods ſome of theſe Returns were 
procured? At a private Meeting of about 
twenty Miniſters, without ever conſulting WW 
the reſt of their Brethren, it was reſolved IM 
that the, old Committee did ſubſiſt, and that 
the Return of Deputies ſhould be made to Mr. 
Holden. And in, conſequence of this, they 
ſent circular Letters about 10 ſome; of their 
Dependants to deſire them to make their 
Returns to him, and to inſert this Clauſe 
in the Certificates they gave their) Deputies, 
c That they ill be ready to attend the dun- 


mons. of the G — . of the Conunittee. 
A Conduct this the more unpardonable, in that 


not one of thoſe Miniſters, who voted the 
Exiſtence of the Committee, in a private Club, 
ventured to open their Mouths in Favour of 
them, at the General Meeting of the Miniſters: 


except one, who aſter having aſſerted the 
Exiſtence and power of the Committee, im- 


mediately retracted/ and ſaid be meant the ö 
Deputies ;, upon a proper Hint — * 
121 — 8 | Who 
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Tel 


who ſtood near him, and perceived char ſuch 


Doctrine was not Orthodox in that Aſſembly, 
and that the Preacher of it was going imme 
diately to be reprehendern. 

It may alſo be obſerved with Truth, clave 


ſome Perſons were at Salters Hall as Depu- 


ties, who were never choſen by any Congre- 
gations; and that others were confirmed, 


and cevurned to Mr. Holden, without ever 


conſulring the Congregation; or having any 


Regard to the Suffrage of the IO Num- 


bet of Subſcribers. 
So that the Remarker: Re no 1 to 
boaſt of the Number of Congregations who 


made their Return of Deputies to the ſaid 


Committee, when he conſiders the Arts by 
which thoſe Returns were ſome of them made: 
Arts which the Miniſters of the other Side 
were above practiſing, who were ſor leaving 


their oπαn, and other Congregations, to their 


full Eiberry, to chooſe whom they pleaded; 


and netum them as they thought fit; and 


ho durſt not preſume to paſs any Vote, that 
the Committee did, or did not ſubſiſt. becauſe 
they knew that it Was a diſputed Cale; and 
not to be determined " the Miniſters: who 
had mo Hand in chooſing them, but nde 
Gentlemen'of the katy only. 28 to in 

The Choice ofthe mew Deputies wis in 


| Conformity to the Vote ſoſ the Generul Hud 
f the Miniſters, ſignified to each of them 


by their Moderator and: Secretary; the dar? 
KogT"- - E 2 e 
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ter of whom had an unqueſtionable Righe to 
give them Notice ot that Vote, being the 
very Perſon deſired by Mr. Holden to com- 
municate a like Vote of the Gentlemen met 
in Silver Street; which he accordingly did, 
without ever being complained of for it, by 
bis Brethren. And as ha new Deputation was 
thus choſen, in Conſequence of the Miniſters 
Reſolution, and without any Defire, either of 
the Generality, or Committee of Gentlemen, 
they had not the leaſt Dependance upon, or 
Relation to the Old Committee; who When 


they had given their Report, immediately 


ceaſed, and died a natural Death, as all other 
Committees do, when the Affair for which 
they are appointed is determined. 

The Truth of the Caſe is, the whole of chi 
Affair proceeded, to ſay the leaſt, irh gætur 
Irregularity. Nine Deputies take on them to 
deſite by Letter the Committee to meet, and 
when mer, to ſummon the whole Body of De. 
7 uties, thereby giving the Committue @ freſh 

ruſt, without any Shadow of Authority. 
The Committee, tho? divided among Them- 
ſelves, and having only Ten preſent, but of 
Twenty five, who looked upon themſelves 
as ſubſiſting, and even in Oppoſition co the 
Proteſt of Seven of their w- Number, 2. 
gainſt their Subſiſtence;/ yet ifue out their 
Summons. to the Deputies return d to chem, 
t meet at Salter. Hell: and to the Mini- 


de Wha had ee them, to chooſe 


SN _ their 


F 
their Deputies, es, and return them according- * 
ly; even after the D had been actu- 
ally met together in a Body. at.Pinners Hall. 
choſen their Chairman, and adjourned to a 
proper Time. This is a direct Anſwer to 
the third Quere. which runs thus. Whether 
ö there was not 4 fafficient Majority of the 
WM 3 — preſent, 'when it met about ſium- 
f monrng the Depmties, and a ſufficient Majo 
C rity of theſe preſent for the ſaid Summons, 
being Eleven. aut of Seventeen, and Eleven 
being made a Quorum of the whole Commit- 
ter in the Minutes { For, if 1 am informed 

right,” Eleven was the Quorum only of the 
firſt Committee of Twenty one, and Thir- 
teen, for the fame Reaſon, a Quorum of the 
ſecond Committee pf Twenty e; and be- 
cauſe Seven of chnie Seventeen declared they 
could not att with the Committce, as 2 i 
und thereſore reduced the Number of the 
Committee to Ten; who could not with any 
Right ſummon che Deparics becauſe they 


were neither a af Twenty one, or 
Twenty five! 1. 
« ithe Pupintios bogerher at at 


The — 
Salters Hall by c the old Committee, carried 
in it the Face of the moſt abſolute and deter- 
mined an. to thoſe who had met at 
Pinners Hall; an Oppoſition it might rea-. 
ſonabty be imagined, would'not tamely be ſub- 
mitted to. Why were not ſome previous At- 
e Rebe Arte was bot the 
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firſt Meeting at Pinners 


E733 ] 
Propoſal accepted, made, as I am informed, 
by one of the Committee, that Mr. Hal den 
and Capt. : inter. ſhou'd join in one Sum- 
mons of the Deputies, to a common Place 


of Meeting? Why was it rejected with Con- 


tempt? Why did not the Gentlemen at . 
mers Hall, who broke off from that Meeting, 
with great Diſorder. ſuffer a Chairman to be 


choſen pro Tempore, fairly and candidly to 


debate the Matters in which they differed ? 
Surely the Gentlemen who remain d at Pin- 
ners Hall, were at leaſt Perſons of that Con- 
ſideration. as toideſervs a civil aud friendly 
Treatment. They were Depnries; -as well as 
thoſe that leſt them ies f eu 
rights and 4 1 Some uf them were 
choſen for ſome of the Co 
tions in this City, and fore of chem of cg 
Fortunes with any of the Gentlemen dfirhe 
Committe themſelveb or what then muſt 
Iimpute that Noiſe and Clawiour, that ſteady 
Oppoſi ition to all the Odeis and Rules uf So: | 
ciety, that:appear'd - many, a the 
all 2 Lum griev- 
ed for that Conduct: Lan ghaunhapppcOon- 
An eg, 4 vo süd yd Wali en 
If the Gentlemen who came there AS Eriends 


of the © Old Committee had bur ſuffered the 
Affair to be debate and calmly come to 4 


Vote, — ahou OkliDoimnnittes hiould 
ſabſift, or nor, the Affair had been then end- 
ed. and a: Diviſion rendereil impoſſible ; and 


wp ever way the Fs had — Lam ſure 
for 
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for my own Part, I ſnou'd have been con- 


rented; and eaſy. But this was not the Con- 


duct intended. No; Matters muſt be carried 


with an high Hand,” and Contempt be ſhewn 
by a icornful breaking oft from thoſe, who 
were not Nane worky to be heard or con 
noteck 


$) & bear: legal 1 the! Sathnbns of hs 


mag, five was objected againſt as irregular. 


But: ſurely this ought never to be urged by 


thoſe, who ſubmitted to the Scone of 
Ten, of a diſputed and divided Committee, 


given out at:the.Nefire' of Nine Deputies. Ir 
the Majority is to carry all Things, the De- 
A at Pinners Hall had certainly the beſt 

ht to meet, being ſummoned by Thirty 


oe of their own Body, who had an inhereat 


Right to deſire a Meeting of the reſt of their 
Brethren ; whereas, had the whole Commit - 

tee of Twenty five join d with the Nine 
Deputies in the Summons to Sa/ters Hall, 


they would not have:brew n * to that 
Nuthber. . | 


Here: then WY Grſt Mexting at Baa 
Hall had an evident Advantage, both as to 


the Number and Right of thoſe, who called 


them together. Tis true, they were deferred 
by ſome of their Brethren. But did this De- 


ſertion break up the whole Aſſembly ? No. 


Sixty two remained, and choſe their Chair: | 
man and adjourned to a fixed Day, aud were 
thereby conſtituted the proper Body of the 


9 If the Gentlemen on the other 
— 


1 
ſide of the Queſtion were the Majority, why 
did they not ſtay, and try their Strength, and 


prevent this by Vote? Which was the moſt 
| 4 ikely way to Peace ? What, to break a 
without a Vote, and to ſuffer the Chairman 
to be. choſen, and the Adjournment fixed; 
and in the interim, to * . themſelves 
together, in pans poſi ion te them? Or 
ro have ſtay vented the Choice of 
the Chairman, 2 the Time ot the Adjourn. 
ment? This is a direct Anſwer to the fifth 
Quere, — runs thus, M hen a Majority 
of Deputzes, equal Rights and Powers, 
75400 declare againſt any Meeting es irregular, 
and withdraw from it as fuch, whet 
can be ſuppaſed pou kave all the Powers of 
the Deputation, with thoſe who ſtay 4 Or 
that a Minority, in ſuch Ci amc, can 
repreſent the Body, by mutual Agreement 7 
For it was never determined, whether thoſe 
who went away were the Majority. Had 
they been ſure of that, they would have tried 
it by a Vote, and broke up 1 whale Meet. 
ing at once. Neither doth their declaring t the 
Meeting irregular, prove it to be fo ; twas a 
Matter that ſhou'd have been debated, and 
determined by a Majority of Votes, which 
thoſe who went away reſuſed to do. And as 
they went away 1 without ſtay ing 
for the Vote, or Senſe of the Body, they 
did, according to the Rules of all Regular So- 
cieties, lerer all the Powers of the 4 


at 
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tion, with khoſe that ſtay d. And thoſe who 
ſtay d, did repreſent the Body by as mutual 

an Agreement, as any Number of Men can 
repreſent a Body, where all the Members of 


that Body are not of the ſame Mind. 


When the Adjournment was fixed by a 
Vote, twas impoſſible the Deputies ſhow'd. 
not come together in Conſequence of it; and 
therefore, tho? the Meeting at Salters Hall, 
was as large as tis ſaid to be, yet as that 


par Na in direct Oppoſition to the Bo- 
Jeputies met at Pinner Hall, ſum- 
moned in the Interval of a regular Adjourn- 


dy of 


ment, and in itſelf a very partial One, ma- 
Summons of the Chairman of the Old Com- 


| 82 1 think all their Reſolutions can have 


no Effect; and in Particular, not determine 


the Grand Queſtion, whether that Commit- 
tee ſubſiſts or not. And I am lorry to ob- 
obſerve, that as the Committee, many of 
them, reſolved to ſubſiſt, tho they kae w lome 


of their own Members, and great Numbers 
of Gentlemen and Miniſters in and about Lon- 
don, were of a contrary Opinion; ſo they 


have now, ſome of them, accepted a new 
Truſt as a Committee, upon the Foot of a 
direct Oppoſition to them, and upon ſuch a 


Foundation as hath a Tendency re make a 
Perpetual and Incurable Diviſion. And this 
will anſwer the ſixth Query, Whether an 
Attempt of a ſmall 5 umber of the Deput ies. 
TITTY Bart. 219” 19:12 oat ee, 
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20 inveſt themſetues, with the whole Power 
of the Deputation, in direct Oppoſition to 
the expreſs Declaration of a greater Num- 
ber of THANE againſt it, be not a notori- 

ons Breach of Union, 8c. ? For they were 
not a ſmall Number of Deputies, nor was 
there any Diviſion to prove them the leſſer 
Number; nor did they attempt to inveſt 
themſelyes, with the Power of the whole De- 
putation. That Power was in them by the 
Rules of all Societies, notwithſtanding the 
_ expreſs Declaration of ſome fugitiue Mem. 
bers to the contrary, who miſtruſted their 
own Strength, and by a voluntary Abdicati- 
on, refuſed to put their Numbers to the Tri- 
al. And therefore their acting as the Depu- 
tation was a Regular Thing, and the calling 
another Number of Deputies together, in di- 
rect Oppoſition to them, without ever con- 
ſulting them, or ſo much as making a ſingle 
Attempt towards Union or Peace, was an un- 
precedented Breach of Union and Concord, 
had an apparent Tendency to ſubvert, and 
ruin the Deputation itſelf, and hath actually 
broken us in ſuch a Manner, as tis to be feared 
will nor, without great Condecenfion and Pru- 
ence, be eaſily forgotten or forgiven. 
However, as thoſe Gentlemen have in all 
other Parts of Life acted with greater Cau- 
tion and Deference to Mankind, fo I promiſe 
myſelf from their Candour, Integrity, and 
Love to the Diſſenting Intereſt, that "oy 

| 1 


ter themſelves with reaping 
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will ſerioufly think of Meaſures of Peace, and 
uſe their beſt Endeavours to unite upon ſuch 


Terms as ſhall be honourable on both Sides, 
and thus remove the mutual Jealouſies that 
may have obtain d among the common 


Friends of Liberty, and diſappoint the 


Hopes of our common Enemies, who flat- 


our Animoſities and Diviſions 


And thus, I think, I have obviated all 


that is material in the Remarks and Queries, 
excepting only the Second and Seventh Que- 
ries; in the laſt of which, the Remarker 
lays, That ig very civil only fo ſay of Rea- 


ſonings, from the Powers of Aſſemblies 


which have Juri ſdiction, to the Powers of 
ſuch which ſubſiſt on mutual Agreement, 
that they are impertinent. And therefore 
without diſputing this Matter, he will. I am 


ſure, take it as an inſtance of my great Civi- 


lity to him, when 1 ſay of his Reaſonings 
in the ſecond Quere, from the Quorum of 


the Lords and Commons, to juſtify Ten be. 
ing a Quorum out of Twenty Four, only that 
they are Impertinent, and therefore he muſt 
excuſe me from being ſo Impertineat, as to 
make any farther Anſwer. Bands 


- 


But I cannot conclude without a few Re- 


marks, in Juſtification of the Miniſters, who 


are ſuppoſed to have had ſome Hand in pro» 


moting the Choice of new Deputies. Many 
hard Speeches have: gone out againſt them, 


* and 


dvantages from 
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and many Falſe and Injurious Charges been 
thrown on them, even by ſome whole Cha- 
racters they value, and for whoſe Perſonal 
Merit they have the hizheſt Reſpect; and 


even the Members of their Congregations_ 


have been tampered with, and practiſed on, 
who have heard their Miniſters repreſented 
as Mad-Men to their Faces. But they can 
chearfully bear up under all this, and be con- 
tent to do their - beſt ro fupport an In- 


rereſt, which they love as the Intereſt of 


Liberty and Truth; tho' they loſe the Ad- 
vantages of a National Eſtabliſhment, and 


even the Friendſhip of ſome, they have al. 


ways valued as the Pleaſure and * of 
their es. 
The Reaſon of. the Motion for- Depuries, 
at the Meeting of the Body of the Miniſters 
was the Vote they paſt in the General 
Meeting the Year before, that the Civil Af: 
fairs of the Diſſenters in General, ſhou d 
'be committed to Gentlemen. They believed 
the Committee was long fince diſſolved, and 
knew that no Deputies were choſen for above 
an V ear; and out of Deference to the Judg- 
ment of the Lay Gentlemen in Silver Street, 
procured a Motion to be made ar the yearly 
Meeting of the three Denominations, that 
every Miniſter -ſhou'd recommend it to his 
. reſpective Congregation, to make a new 
Choice of the Depuries for the enſuing Year. 


Ft Motion c came from the piii of 


Miniſters 


% / io A a. 


199 J 


Miniſters of the three Denominations, in an 
Open, Regular, and Honourable Manner. 


The Queſtion was carried by at leaſt Two 


to One, without any ſiniſter Practices, and 
after a long Debate; and without taking any 
Advantage of the Abſence of any Perſons. 
For the Summons was General, and no one 
knew but that thoſe who were abſent might 
attend. And tho a worthy Miniſter moved. 
that the Affair might be conſidered by each 


of the three Denominations apart, yet as 
that Motion did not come, till after the 


Queſtion for the Choice of Deputies had 
been formed. and reſolved to be put, it came 


too late to be debated or agreed to. 


This Vote of the Body of the three De- 
nominations of Miniſters, was ſignified to 


each Miniſter in Particular, by thoſe who 
were their Officers for that Time, and might 
have been communicated by any ſingle Mi- 
niſter, who wou'd have given himlelf the 
Trouble, and *rwould have been an Injuſtice 
to every. Abſent Perſon, not to have informs 
ed him of ſo Important a Reſolution come to 
by the three Denominations, in a Body. 

In what then have any of the Miniſters, 
who had the Choice of Deputies at Heart, 
been to blame? What ! in executing their own 
Vote, that the civil Affairs of the Diſſenters 
in general ſhould be committed to Geatle- 
men ? They were in good hopes this would 
never be objected to them as a Crime. Or 
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for recommending the Choice of Deputies to 
their Congregations? Who hath any Right to 


intermeddle with what is done by a Copgre- 


gation and their Miniſter? They aRed in 


conformity to the Vote of Sb Street, 


where the Deputies were agreed to be choſen; 
and thought they ſhould deſerve at leaſt Mr. 
Holden's Commendation, who publickly de. 
clared to the firſt Body of Deputies, That 
they were the moſt regular Aſſembly, which, 
0 far es he had known, the Diſſenters ever 
eld, nn dn 3 
Bat why was it not agreed to, that the 
Chairman of the Old Commitee ſhould Sum- 
mon the Deputies in Conſequence of the Mi- 
niſters Vote? It was agreed and conſented 
to by the Miniſters, that the Chairman might 
Summon them if he pleaſed: They were 
far from objecting agaiuſt that, provided they 
might have-the Liberty of ſending their own 
Notices. But ſome of the Gentlemen of the 
Committee abſolutely refuſed to join with 
them, though the Miniſters agreed that the 
Words of each Summons ſhould be exaQly 
the ſame. Healy ; 
Tis therefore unreaſonable to fix any 
Blame upon the Miniſters upon this. Account, 
who can lay their Hands upon their Hearts, 
and publickly declare to the World, that they 


are ſure they have been byals'd by no Private 


Views, nor acted out of a Spirit of Oppoſi- 


tion to the Gentlemen of the Committee, 


whom 
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whom they greatly value. They can ſa 
8 what hey wi all 4 Fern e 5 
e. WO that they have no Dependance on Courtiers, 
in vor yearly Sums of Money from them, to 
diſtribute without Account. They are Friends 
to the Intereſt of Civil and Religious Liber- 
ties, and wiſh nothing more paſſionately, 
than the Union and Strength of the Diſſenters 
to promote that Inrereſt, and will do their 8 
utmoſt to prevent the widening our preſent N 
Differences, and to bring all they converſe | 
yith, to a forbearing, forgiving, and peace« 
> © Ar „ 

They are not indeed for being led impli- 
atly by any, or entruſting any Set of Gen- 
tlemen as a Committee uit hout Limitation to 
my particular Buſineſt, or length of Time. 
This they think an Injury to the whole Body: : 
of Diſſenters, and muſt beg Leave to oppoſe A 
all ach Attemps, whoſoever the Perſons be 4 
who make them. And notwithſtanding the 
unmannerly Reflections which have been 
thrown upon them, and the Oppoſition that 
hath been made to them, they are pleaſed to 
fad, they have ſucceeded in their main 
any Foint; and that the Deputies of each Divi- 
int, ſion have agreed to continue the yearly 
rts, Choice of them. The whole Body of De- 
hey I puties have juſtified the Miniſters Conduct fo 
rate far, and the Wiſdom of their Vote at the 
ofi- © faſt General Meeting. The Miniſters in re- 
tee, turn, wiſh them firſt the moſt hearty Union 
hom i | among 
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themſelves, and in the next Place, t 
Succeſs in every legal and peaceab 
Mtempt to recover the common Ri 
Subjects, to promote the Cauſe of Liberty 
and Truth, and the Proſperity: of his Ma- 
jeſty's Government and Family... 
I 1 ſhall only add. That as the Remarker 
takes no Notice of the Diſappointment in 
Ireland, he allows the Account in the Let - 


ter to be true. 1 forbear to give that patti· 
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